OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES UPTAKE IN ADULT EDUCATION

OERup! Training
Module 1 / Getting to know OER and OEP

Open education, open resources, open practice; in this very first section of the course, we want
to shed some light into the jungle of new terms and abbreviations. What do we mean, when we
speak of 'open', 'free' or 'resources'? This module provides definitions of Open Educational
Resources (OER) and Open Educational Practice (OEP) and gives insight into the background of
the open education concept and its philosophy.
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Introduction
Getting to know OER and OEP
Open education, open resources, open practice; in this very first section of the course, we want to
shed some light into the jungle of new terms and abbreviations. What do we mean, when we speak
of 'open', 'free' or 'resources'? This module provides definitions of Open Educational Resources
(OER) and Open Educational Practice (OEP) and gives insight into the background of the open
education concept and its philosophy.

Please watch the recording of our opening webinar (minute 4:27).Alastair Clark, an adult learning
professional and active teacher, provides an expert insight into OER in adult education:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMTdQkkizE0
module framework

CONTENT

Definition of terms in use, exploring their backround

TARGET
GROUP

Teachers, trainers, mentors, staff and management of adult education institutions, as well as
consultants
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1. Defining OER
What IS an OER?:
The term ‘Open Educational Resources’ (OER) describes any educational resources which have been
made available for use under open licenses which mean that anyone can use, adapt and redistribute
them. Educational resources are any material designed for teaching, learning and research used by
educators, students and self-learners (including curriculum maps, course materials, textbooks,
videos, multimedia applications, podcasts, etc.). OER may be available online, in print, on DVD or
any other media.
What is NOT an OER:
Of course not any educational material that can be found on the web is an OER. Most resources on
the internet are closed resources even if they are available for free. Materials that are under full
copyright or which are not accompanied by a specific license allowing anyone to copy, adapt and
share them are not Open Educational Resources. You can use these materials only within the fair
use provisions or copyright exceptions in your country.
(source: "Open Educational Mythbusting", by Karolina Grodecka and Kamil Śliwowski)
Further popular definitions:
World OER Congress held at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris from 20 - 22 June 2012. Its
declaration calls on governments worldwide to openly license publicly funded educational
materials. Click!
Definition of the Hewlett Foundation. Click!

Task 1
Read the proposed definitions of the following papers, and summarize for yourself the most
important key points that mark the terms “open”, “educational” and “resource” and share it
with the others.
"Giving knowledge for free - The emergence of Open Educational Resources", Chapter 2, OECD, 2007 [PDF]
"JISC Open educational resources OERs Guide", pages 3-5, OECD, 2007 [PDF]

Possible solution
OERup Glossary.pdf
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2. Defining OEP
What do we mean by Open Educational Practices?:
The pure existence of OER does not ensure the actual use of these resources in educational
work. Therefore the term OEP (open educational practices) describe practices which support
the (re)use and production of OER through institutional policies, promoting innovative
pedagogical models as well as respect and empowerment learners as co-producers on their
lifelong learning journey. Whereas OER focuses on content and resources, OEP represents the
practice in which an educational method is used to create an educational environment in which
OER are used or created as learning resources.
For a deeper insight and practical steps on the topic OEP go to module 5 and 6 of this training.
Task 2
Read pages 1-3 of the paper “From Open Educational Resources to Open Educational Practices”
by Ulf-Daniel Ehlers, 2011 about the development from OER to OEP:
"From Open Educational Resources to Open Educational Practices", Ulf-Daniel Ehlers, 2011 [PDF]

3. Motivation behind the OER movement
Open Education, where does this idea come from? What is the motivation behind it?:
Having talked about the definitions of the terms used, let’s dig a bit deeper and explore where
this idea of open education comes from. Basically, the motivation behind open education really
has three important angles:
Inherited from the open source philosophy >quality unfolds, when people get the opportunity
to continuously work and further develop things<
"Open Source is a development method for software that harnesses the power of distributed
peer review and transparency of process. The promise of open sources is better quality, higher
reliability, more flexibility, lower costs, and an end to predatory vendor lock-in." (source)
Hand in hand with the open access debate >knowledge is a public good, and should therefore
be accessible to the public<

The William and Flora and Hewlett Foundation simply states: “At the heart of the movement
toward Open Educational Resources is the simple and powerful idea that the world’s knowledge
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is a public good and that technology in general and the Worldwide Web in particular provides
an extraordinary opportunity for everyone to share, use, and reuse knowledge” (IJEDICT, 2009)
Inspired by innovative teaching and learning pedagogies (see module 5): >concepts like
individual learning environments, and flipped classroom call for open content<
One opinion of a “budgie-loving bibliophile who teaches EdTech at Western Oregon University”:
Click!

Task 3
Think about the benefits of OER for (A) learner, (B) OER originators, (C) other educators, (D)
educational institutions, and other sectors (eg, employers, public bodies, etc.). Read what
others have already listed and add your thoughts on our open virtual pinboard:
bit.ly/OERbenefits
possible solution
"JISC Open educational resources (OERs) Guide", pages 3 to 5, JISC, 2014 [PDF]

4. OER History
A bit of history:
The OER movement is not very old. For many, the release of free accessible teaching and
learning materials by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in 2001 marks its
beginning. Just as with many other young ideas, Open Education lives through individual
initiatives and events set-up by inspired pioneers. The needs analysis of the OERup! project
provides first-hand information about these developments in its partner countries and regions.
In addition, the Open Knowledge Foundation Open Education Working Group created the Open
EducationTimeline, a detailed listing of the most important events and milestones.
An overview on current projects and initiatives provides the OER World Map.
Task 4
Share historic OER events, important projects, and initiatives that exist in your country or region
on our open virtual pinboard: bit.ly/OERhistory
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5. Conclusion
"After having completed this module, I know what the terms OER and OEP stand for and how its
purposes are interlinked. Furthermore, I am aware of the roots of OER and the motivation
behind its initiation."
Take this short quiz, to recall some information:
1. Resources that are not explicitly marked with an open license, are not OER
true!
2. The term “open” only refers to open to download.
true: ‘open’ only means, users can download and use the material for themselves.
false: resources need to be available to re-use, revise, re-mix, and re-distribute
3. As long as I give the permission to re-use and adapt material, I can claim a small fee for the
first download.
true: ‘open’ does not mean ‘free of charge’
false: the open license must not impose any compensation or monetary remuneration as
condition
4. OER appear in any type or form
true: but mostly in digital form
false: in digital form only

6. List of links:




Country reports on national and regional OER
initiatives, http://www.poerup.info/key_outputs.html
OER in adult education, taking stock and potential 2015 (focus
Germany), http://ebooks.open-educational-resources.de/whitep...
The innovation potential of OER/ how is OER innovative (slide 1132), http://de.slideshare.net/OECDEDU/open-educational-resources-sharing-content-andknowledge-differently-is-a-driver-of-innovation-in-education



OER Mythbusting, http://mythbusting.oerpolicy.eu/wpcontent/uploads/2014/11/OER_Mythbusting.pdf



OECD ‘Giving Knowledge for Free - The Emergence of OpenEducational Resources’,
(2007), http://www.oecd.org/edu/ceri/38654317.pdf
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